John 17:1-11

Imagine a quiet hospital chapel late at night. The lights are dim, and the hum of the building fills the silence. A man slips into a pew, head in his hands, and begins to speak, not formally, but with raw honesty. It feels less like a performance and more like a conversation with someone he knows deeply. You realize you’re overhearing something deeply personal, and what lingers isn’t the wording but the relationship behind it: the trust, the need, the connection.
That’s the closest we can come to understanding John 17. This isn’t Jesus teaching about prayer; this is Jesus praying, and we’re invited to listen in.
Picture the scene: the upper room, the meal nearly over, the conversation stretching on. The disciples sense something is about to change, though they don’t yet understand what. Jesus lifts his eyes and begins to pray. The disciples hear every word, but how much do they grasp in that moment? The prayer moves fluidly between past, present, and future, as if Jesus stands in multiple moments at once. He says, “I have finished the work you gave me to do.” Nevertheless nothing has happened yet, at least, not in the way they expect. “It is finished” will come later, on the cross. But here, it’s already spoken, as if the ending is already held within the present.
This isn’t wishful thinking. It’s a prayer rooted in deep trust and knowledge of God’s purposes, holding together what is and what will be. 
Then, the circle widens. Jesus prays not only for those at the table but for those who will believe through their word—future disciples, people not yet born. This prayer reaches forward and gathers us in, too. We’re not just reading it; we’re included in it.
That’s where it touches our lives. We, too, live in an in-between space. We know the story of the cross, the resurrection, and the hope at its centre. Yet our lives often feel unresolved, uncertain, or unfinished. We live with questions, moments of clarity, and moments of fragile faith. In short, we live between what has been promised and what we have not yet fully seen.
Into that space, this prayer speaks—not with neat solutions, but with something deeper: the assurance that, even now, we are being drawn into the life of God.
When Jesus speaks of eternal life here, he’s not just talking about what happens after we die. In John’s Gospel, eternal life begins now. It’s not about how long life lasts but about what kind of life it is. To have eternal life is to know God—to be in relationship with Him, drawn into the love flowing between the Father and the Son.
Elsewhere, Jesus uses the word “abide.” “Abide in me as I abide in you.” Stay. Remain. Make your home here. It’s a beautifully ordinary image—about where you live, where you rest, where you return. Eternal life isn’t something we wait for at the end of the road. It’s something we’re invited into today, in the middle of ordinary life, uncertainty, and of everything unfinished.
That changes how we see the present. If this life with God begins now, then our lives aren’t just a holding pattern. They matter. This moment matters. The conversations we have, the kindness we show, the patience we struggle to find, the forgiveness we offer—these are all part of that life with God. Even the small things matter: the cup of tea made for someone struggling, the message sent when you think of someone. These aren’t small in God’s eyes; they’re how His life takes shape among us.
At the same time, something else shifts—not time, but identity. Early in John’s Gospel, we’re told that those who receive Christ are given the authority to become children of God. That same word—authority—appears again here, as Jesus speaks of having authority over “all flesh.” Not just people in a narrow sense, but all living, embodied existence. It’s a vision that stretches our imagination, suggesting that God’s life isn’t detached from the world but deeply woven into it.
Faith, then, isn’t about escaping the world but inhabiting it differently—not withdrawing, but becoming more present, more attentive, more compassionate, more alive to God’s presence in the midst of it all.
This is where the prayer speaks directly to us as a church. When we try to discern God’s will for the future, it’s easy to focus on plans, structures, and outcomes. We want clarity, direction, and a clear next step. But this prayer gently shifts the question. Before asking what we should do, it asks who we are becoming.
If eternal life is about abiding in God, then the future of the church isn’t first about strategy but about relationship—about whether we’re rooted in the same love that flows between the Father and the Son. That may sound less concrete than a plan, but it’s far more demanding. It calls us not just to decide things but to be changed. It asks whether our life together reflects that love—whether we’re a community where people can glimpse God’s presence, not because everything is perfect, but because there’s honesty, patience, forgiveness, and grace.
It asks whether we’re willing to remain, even in uncertainty, trusting that God is at work in ways we can’t always see. It reminds us that we’re not building something on our own; we’re being drawn into something that already exists—the life of God.
Discernment, then, isn’t so much about inventing a future as noticing where God is already at work and choosing to join in. that takes time, prayer, and listening.
Just before this prayer, Jesus says, “In the world you will have trouble.” There’s no illusion here. This prayer is spoken on the edge of everything unravelling. And perhaps that’s why it matters so much. As a church, we, too, can find ourselves on the edge of change—facing questions we can’t easily answer, stepping into a future we can’t fully see.
Yet it’s into that space that this prayer speaks. Think again of that man in the chapel. He wasn’t praying because life was settled or easy but because it wasn’t. Here, in this prayer, we see something even deeper: not just a human reaching out to God but God, in Christ, holding us within that relationship of love.
At the end of the prayer, Jesus speaks of making God’s name known so that the love with which the Father has loved Him may be in the disciples—and that He Himself may be in them. That’s where it all leads: not to a perfect plan, but to love.
So as we look to the future—as we wonder what God is calling us to be and do—we do so not from a place of anxiety but from within that love. We listen. We pray. We remain. And we trust that the God who has drawn us into this life will continue to lead us forward.
Whatever this week holds—whatever feels unfinished or uncertain—we carry this with us: that we are known, that we are held, and that we are loved. And in the end, that is the truest thing about us.
Let us pray
Loving Father, you draw us into your life of love, and hold us even in the in-between places. As we seek your will for our future, teach us to abide in you— to listen with open hearts, to trust when the way is unclear, and to love one another with the love you give. Shape us into the people you are calling us to be, that our life together may reflect your grace and reveal your presence in the world. And so we place all that we are, and all that we hope to become, into your hands.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Intercessions for 8.30
Loving Father, we come before you as those who are held within your Son’s prayer, drawn into your life of love, known and loved by you.
We pray for your Church throughout the world. For all who seek to follow you in uncertain times, for those discerning new paths, and for those holding faithfully to what has been entrusted to them. Teach us to abide in you, that our life together may reflect your love, and that we may be a people shaped not by fear, but by trust.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for our own church and community. As we seek your will for the future, quiet our anxieties and deepen our listening. Give us grace to wait where we need to wait, courage to act where you are calling us forward, and wisdom to recognise your presence already at work among us. Help us to become the people you are calling us to be, rooted in your love and open to your Spirit.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the world you love. For places of conflict and division, for communities living with uncertainty and fear, for all whose lives feel fragile or unsettled. Bring your peace where there is unrest, your justice where there is oppression,
and your hope where there is despair. Help us to play our part in your healing work, that all creation may know your life and love.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for those in need. For the sick and the suffering, for the lonely and the anxious, for those facing difficult decisions or uncertain futures. Be close to them in their need. Draw them into your presence, and surround them with your comfort and care. In the silence we lift to the lord those people and places that are on our hearts this morning…..
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for those who have died, and for those who mourn.
Trusting in your promise of eternal life, hold them in your love, and bring comfort and hope to those who grieve.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
And so, Father, as we live between what has been and what is yet to come, keep us faithful in the present moment. Teach us to abide in your Son, to love as we have been loved, and to trust that you are leading us forward.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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